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Nimium Rifus pretium eft fi Probitatis impendio 
conftat. Quintil. 


[ dave lately read with much Pleafure, the 
Effays upon feveral Subjeéts publifhed by Sir 
Richard Blackmore; andthough l agree with him 
in many of his excellent Obfervations, I cannot 
buttake that reafonable Freedom, which he him- 
felfmakes ufe of, with regard to other Writers, 
to diffent from him in fome few particulars. 
In his Refle&tions upon Works of Wit and Hu- 
mour, he obferves how unequal they are to 
combat Vice and Folly; and feems to think, 
that the fineft Raillery and Satyr, though di- 
rected by thefe generous Views, never reclaim- 
ed one vicious Man, or made one Fool depart 
from his Folly. 

This is a Pofition very hard to be contradi&- 
ed, becaufe no Author knows the Number or 
Names of his Converts. As for the Ta¢lers and 
Spectators in particular, which are obliged to this 
ingenious and ufeful Author for the Chara¢ter 
he has given of them, they were fo generally 
difperfed in fingle Sheets, and have fince been 
printed in fo great Numbers, that it is to be 
hoped they have made fome Profelyres to the 
Interefts, if not to the Practice of Wifdom and 
Virtue, among fuch a Multitude of Readers. 

I need not remind this learned Gentleman, 
that Socrates, who was the greateft Propagator 
of Morality in the Heathen W orld, anda Martyr 
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for the Unity of the Godhead, was fo famous fj Byal 
for the Exercife of this Falent among the po- J pro" 
liteft People of Antiquity, that he gained the J 0M! 
Name of (4 Ewa) the Drole. ken: 

‘There are very good Effeéts which vifibly a- tere 
rofe from the above-mentioned Performances fett 
and others of the like Nature; as, in the firft tice 
Place, they diverted Raillery fromimproperOb- J the 
jects, and gave anew Turnto Ridicule, which for 
for many Yearshad been exerted on Perfons and ed 
Things of a facred and ferious Nature. They bel 








endeavoured to make Mirth inftruétive, and if 
they failed in this great End, they muft be al- 
lowed at leaft to have made it Innocent. If 
Wit and Humour begin again to relapfe into 























their former Licentioufnefs, they can never te 
hope for Approbation from thofe who know q 
that Raillery is Ufelefs when it has no Moral 
under it, and Pernicious when it attacks any ) 





thing that is either unblameable or praile- wor- 
thy: To this we may add, what has been 
commonly obferved, that it is not difficult to 
be merry on the fide of Vice, as ferious Ob- 
jets are the moft capable of Ridicule; as the 
Party,which naturally favour fuch a Mirth, is ‘the 
moft numerous; and as there are the moft ftand- 
ing Jefts and Patterns for Imitation in this kind 
of Writing. a 

In the next Place: Such Produétions of Wit 
and Humour, as have a Tendency to expol¢ 
Vice and Folly, furnith ufeful Diverfions to all 
kinds of Readers. The good, or prudent Man 
may, by thefe Means, be diverted, witnout 
Prejudice to his Difcretion, or Morality. Rail- 
lery under fuch Regulations, unbends the Mind 
from ferious Studies and feverer Contempla- 
lions , without throwing it-off from its ri 
Byals. 
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Byafs. It carries on the fame Defign that is 
promoted by Authors of a graver Turn, and 
only does it in another manner. It alfo awa- 
kens Reflection in thofe who are the mott indif- 
ferent in the Caufe of Virtue or Knowlege, by 
fetting before them the Abfurdity of fuch Prac- 
tices as are generally unobferved, by reafon of 
their being Common or Fafhionable: Nay, it 
fometimes catches the Diffolute aud Abandon- 
ed before they are aware of it; who are often 
betrayed to laugh at themfelves, and upon Re- 
flection find, that they are merry at their own 
Expence. I might farther take Notice, that by 
Entertainments of this Kind, a Man may be 
cheerful in Solitude, and not be forced to feek 
for Company every Time he has a Mind to be 
merry. 

The laft Advantage I thall mention from 
Compofitions of this Nature, when thus re- 
trained, is, that they thew Wifdom and Vir- 
tue are far from being inconfiftent with Polite- 
nefs and good Humour. They make Mora- 
lity appear amiable to People of gay Difpo- 
litions, and refute the common Objeétion a- 
gainft Religion, which reprefents it as only 
fit for gloomy and melancholy Tempers. It 
was the Motto of a Bifhop very eminent for 
his Piety and good Works in King Charles the 
Second’s Reign, Infervi Deo et Letare , Serve 
God and be cheerful. Thofe therefore who fup- 
ply the World with fuch Entertainments of 
Mirth as are inftruétive, or at leaft harmlefs, 
may be thought to deferve well of Mankind ; 
to which I fhall only add, that they retrieve the 
Honour of polite Learning, and an{wer thofe 
fower Enthufiafts who affe& to ftigmatize the 


fineft and moft elegant: Authors, both _— 
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and modern,(which they have never read) as dan- 










































































gerous to Religion, and deftructive of all found ae 
and faving Knowledge. be ri 
Our Nation are fuch Lovers of Mirth and Mer 
Humour, that it is impoffible for detached Pa- 9 pag 
pers, which come out on ftated Days, either ings 
to have a general Run, or long Continuance, A 
if they are not diverfify’d, and enlivened from J ji. 
Time to Time, with Subjeéts and Thoughts, ¥% of 
accommodated to this Tafte, which fo prevails yj 
among our Countreymen. No Periodical Au- @ po 
thor, who always maintains his Gravity, and @ G, 
does not fometimes facrifice to the Graces, @ 0) 
muft expect to keep in vogue for any confide- 
rable Time. Political Speculations in parti- @ 
cular, however Juft and Important, are of fo @ 
dry and auitere a Nature, that they will not go 6 
down with the Publick without frequent Sea- r 
fonings of this Kind. The Work may be well @ ¢ 
performed, but will never take, if it is not fet 
off with proper Scenes and Decorations. A @ , 
| 


mere Politician is but a dull Companion, and, 
if he is always wife, is in great Danger of being 
tirefome or ridiculous. kag f 
Befides, Papers of Entertainment are ne- 
ceflary to increafe the Number of Readers, ¢ 
{pecially among thofe of different Notions 
and Principles; who by this Means may be 
betray’d to give you a fair Hearing, and to 
know what you have to fay for your felf. 
might likewife obferve, that in all political 
Writings there is fomething that grates upon 
the Mind of the moit candid Reader, in Opt 
nions which are not conformable to his own 
Way of thinking; and that the Harfhnefs of 
Reatoning is not a little foftned and fmoothed 
by the Intufions of Mirth and Pleafantry. Boi 
> oli- 
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Political Speculations do likewife furnifh us 
with feveral Objeéts that may very innocently 
beridiculed, and which are regarded as fuch by 
Men of Senfeinail Parties; of this Kind arethe 
Paffions of our States-women, and the Reafon- 
ings of our F'ox-hunters. 

A Writer who makes Fame the chief End of 
his Endeavours, and would be more defirous 
of pleafing than of improving his Readers, 


f might find an inexhauftible Fund of Mirth in 


Politicks. Scandal and Satyr are never-failing 
Gratifications to the Publick. Detraétion and 
Obloquy are received with as much Fagernets 
as Wit and Humour. Should a Writer fingle 
out particular Perfons, or point his Raillery 
at any Order of Men, who by their Profeflion 
ought to be exempt from it; fhould he flander 
the Innocent, or fatyrize the Miferable; or 
fhould he, even on the proper Subjects of De- 
tion, give the full Play to his Mirth, without 
regard to Decency and good Manners; he might 
befure of pleafing agreat Part ofhis Readers, but 
mutt be avery ill Man, if by fuch a Proceeding 
he could pleafe him({elf, 


Noe. 46. 





